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ACTS XII. 36. 


For David, after be bad Served bis own Gene- 
vation by the Will of GOD, fell afleep. 


it 8 GOD. is the undoubted LORD and 


‘proprietor of every man, fo it is with 
him to difpofe of all,.as in his wifdom he fees 
meet; and toallot their refpective bufinefs in 
life, fuited to the yarious capacities he endues 
them with. And while fome.are by him em- 
ployed in a lower, others are raifed to a higher 
rank, and move in a fuperior fphere; are made 
pilots of the great veffel of the fate or common- 
wealth, and have the reins of government. ptit 
into their hands. And the duty and commen- 

tion it is of fuch to be faithful : fach an one 


was David, the fom of Feffe; chofen of at 
tt ; ai ; and 
: : Lee 


and taken from following of fheep, to be the 


Ye fhepherd of mea, the King of J/rael, and kead- - 


er of the tribes of the LORD. And in the 


execution of his high truft, he approved him- 


felf both to GOD and his people: whofe no- 
ble fervices have embalmed» his name, and 
tran{mitted it with luftre to future gererati- 
ons. Thisis he of whom the apofle {peaks 
with fo much honour in our éext; afferting 
that be ferved bis generation by the wili of 
GOD, er ferved the will of GOD in bis gene- 
ration, or in bis own age , intimaating that he 
was remarkably ufeful in his day and exalted 
ftation. He did not live invain, or worfe than 
vain, as is the cafe with too many ; but wasa 
public and important blefling ; well anfwered 
the purpofes of his being and exaltation ; con- 
fulted and purfued the good af his people as a 
ruler; herein regarding the will of GOD, 
who had fet him in his poft, and conforming 
to his pleafure. And what a gloriows cha- 
racter truly is this! How grand, how auguft 
doth it found! What were his royal ti- 
tles ! What his throne, his fceptre, with all 
the enfigns of Majefty thac arrayed him com- 
pared"herewith ? He ferued bis generation by 
GOD’s will.—But however eminent and fer- 
viceable he was, he neverthelefs died and was 
Jaid unto bis fathers. Neither the princely 
diadem, nor the purple robe exempts ae 
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the grave. Daevid, though elevated co. thé 
higheit ftation, bows and falls at Death's 
threfhold- Though a mighty conqueror, a 
' puiffant. warrior, a renowned general; fuc- 
cefsful in arms and flufh’d with viétory, had 
’ fubdued potent foes, and put the armies 
of aliens to flight, yet, behold, a greater 
conqueror ! Himfelf is at laft yanquifhed, 
and ‘yields to the pale deftroyer. “No regalia 
of empire, no marfhal prowefs, or high at= 
chievments, can fesure from the arrefts of 
that grim tyrant ; which {pares not the crown 
ed bead more than the bumble peafant. No 
picty or vfefulnefs or greateft profpeét there- 
of, can procure a difpenfation for any that he 
fhould not die. The great and excellent 
King David is brought to duft; and others 
mult méet with the Jike fate.—But then ob- 
ferve, his deathis termed a fleep ; it was but 
a dilmiffion to reft, a cealing from his-fa- 
tiguing labours ; a retirement from:the hur- 
ry and noife and bufinels of life, and-enter- 
ing into peace. And the expreffion jm- 
ports an aweking, a happy. refurrection. 
Herein the death of good men vaftly differs 
from that of ethers: they ate chafed out of 
the. world and driven iato darknefs : not 
“fo with the former, who gently. clofe their 
eyes, and fall afleep in JESUS, in expec- 
tation of a glorious revival at laft, Adark 
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the perfet? man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace.——\l am a- 
ware that by different pointing the words, 
fome read them thus, David, after be had ferv- 
ed his generation, by the will of GOD be fell 
afieep. Which indeed, as Pool’s continuatoy | 
notes, contains a truth, viz. that GOD hath 
appointed every one’s time in the world, and 
that the iffues of life and death are his ; but 
thus they would proye little to David's praife ; 
for who dies otherwife than according to the 
determinate counfel of GOD ? But this is 
remember’d to David’s glory, that according 
to the will of GOD, he was a public good, 
and he lived and governed by the fquare of 
GOD’s word. Notwithftanding which pe fell 
onfleep and {aw death. 
From the words we may note thefe three 
things, viz. 
I. Asitis the bufinefs of every man, and 
particularly thofe in public Rations, fo 
it is their drighte# glory and honor, to 

_. ferve their generation by GOD's will, 

_ IL Tuey whe have moft painfully and 
“faithfully done this, muft e’er long be 
called off by death. The all-levelling 

tyrant will bring them down to dutt. 

HL To fuch death will be but a feep 5 

“? "~ peaceful and happy, or a going to reft. 
y  T saz enlarge fomewhat on the firft, and 
more briefly touch the others. oT Seas 
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I. As it #s the concérn and bufinefs of eve- 
ty man, ana particularly thofe in publie. ftati-, 
ons, fo ’tis their brighteft glory and henor . 

‘to ferve their generation by GOD’s will.—David 
bo h as a private perfon and as a prince or ru-_ 
fer in. ‘Yrael, apply’d himfelf, of purpole and 


defi nto the ferving bis generation : and thereia ‘ 


did what was the will of GOD. And the like, 
is his will with refpeét to others. We have’ 
alla work te doin the world, and are fur- 
nithed with various talents and. capacities 3. 
‘in the due exercife and improvement of which 
we are to work the works of bim that fent us, 
while it is day. Neither were we. born for, 

nor is it fit we fhould live wholly to ourfelves, | 
ot feek only our own things; but alfo the things of 
“otbers : the glorifying of GOD, and benefiting | 
of mankind, is the unqueltioned duty_ of all 5. 
by négleéting which high defigns, we fadly 


 crofs the end of our beings, and defeat the pri- 


mary, merciful intestion of our all-wife. and 
| gracious Creator.—But as it is mote efpecially 
the bufinefs of /ome in a more eminent, man- 
| ner to be ferving their generation, who are. cal- 
ted to places of public truft and importance, 
moving in a higher {phere than_ others, and 
| capacitatéd for more extenfive ferviceablenefs, 
whofe renown it is to be faithful ; fe I fhail 
confider this with particular referencé to’ them, 
_ efpecially men cleathed with civil power and 
: authority ; 
“ 
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authority ; as was the cafe with Devid, whe 
was raiied to the government of J/raé/; in | 
which he difcharged or acquitted himfelf fo as — 
to ferve bis generation by GOD’s will , and pro- 
cured the moft iniportant advantages to them; 


wherefor he is commended and celebrated ty 


the facred writer. My defign is here to fay, 
_ How, or in what ways civil rulers, as fuch 
(for in that capacity I fhall confider them) are 
concerned to ferve their generation by the divine 
will ; and fhew that as this is their duty, fo 
*tis their higheft honor.———Z/rael’s famed 
prince is herein exemplary to other princes 
and magiftrates. His life was a feries of pro- 
fitable and beneficial actions, and kis power 
employed to make his people profperous and 
happy 3 exhibiting a pattern or copy for other 
rulers to Write aftér ,; who, as they would ap- 
ptove themfelves, like him, mien fereing their 
generation by GO.D's will, mult diligently and 
affiduoufly apply therhielves to promote the. 
public good of the people. over whom they 
prefide; attend to it as their grand concern; 
watch the opportunities, and purfue the pro- 
per fteps for effecting it. And in order here- 
to, “tis neceflary they be qualified for, regu- 
Jarly called to, and faithiully Jay out them- 
felves in fulfilling the duties of their flation of 
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office, eA 


1; Tuer 


“GOVERNOR PITKIN. 4 
“a Tury muft be qualified herefor—with 
_ Bifts and graces—with ability and integrity— 
with knowledge and piety. _—Particularly, 
7. Kwow1rbce and underftanding is a re- 
“quifite qualification for their ferving their gene- 
ration in their high ftation. Rulers muft’ be 
| able men, and tif to difcern time and judgment. 
~ Men of low genins and {mall eapacity, though 
truly pious, however they may be ufefulin a 
private (tation, are not fitto take the manage- 
iment of public affairs, wherein they are more 
likely to hurt than ferve the public. They 
may defign honeftly, yet are incapable to ufe 
faitable methods for promoting the great de- 
fign of government: They may defire ir, but 
can’t ct 1t.—All may indeed be beneficial 
though in different kinds, and unequal pheres, 
ad they who improve their talents and ca- 
pacities with fidelity in their places, will be ac- 
cepted of GOD; yet larger abilities are needful 
to be ferviceable in a higher ftation. King Solo- 
x mon, that great and excellent monarch, feeling 
4 the weight of a crown, had an intimate fenfe 
of the impottance of wifdom and underftand- 
ing 5 and accordingly made it his petition and 
 requeft to GOD, that he might have a wife 
and undeérftanding heart, to know how to go- 
vern the great people GOD had fet him over: 
and the thing pleafed the Lord, who granted 
his defire, and gave him wifdom and’ found 
judgment 
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judgment, penetration and clear difcernment. 
And as apprehending the fpecial need of this. 
qualification, Fetbro advifes Mofes to *¢ look 
‘* out men of underfianding, able men, to dif- 
** cern time and judgment. Exod. xviii. 21.—. 
And. ** Mofes bearkend to bis voice, v. 27. and 
“© chofe able men out of all I/rael, and made them 
** beads over the people, rulers of thoufands, of 
‘© hundreds, of fifties. and of tens.”—Unlefs 
men_ are poffefled of accompl:hments. corref- 
pondent to the places they fuflain, ’tis impof- 
fible they fhould difcharge the duties of thofe. 
capacities, however wellthey may be difpofed, 
and fo the great ends of government will ke 
fruftrated.. For this ability to manage the af- 
tairs of civil rule David was confpicuous, guid- 
ing Ifrael by the /kilfulue/s of bis bands : under 
which general expreffion is comprehended all 
the inferior meafures of knowledge, the ac- 
quirements of arts and Jearniag, a good ac- 
qua.ntance with men and things, and the 
rules and methods of government, with 
that prudence, fortitude, unanimity fand 
courage which is needful; which things 
are fo indifpenfably and univerfally requifire 
fn. thofe to whofe hands the adminiftration 
of government is committed, that it feems 
zo-be to little purpofe to fay much upon ir, 
Gace all. mankind at the firft mention there- 

ef are ready freely to acknowledge it. 
a, Iris likewife requifite that they be fur- 
= nifhed 
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| mifhed with principles of real goodnefs ; or 
| fincere love both to GOD and man: which 
only will effedtually difpofe them to a fteady 
attention to the common weal. How great 
- feever the capacity be, if men are void of 
integrity and confcience, they will probably 
do the greater mifchief: befure where the 
good of the community appears to elafh with © 
their own particular advantage, the former 
will be left unheeded, while the intereft of 
felf is only regarded.—-No principle inferior to 
Divinelove, will keep a man firm and conftanr, 
in profecuting the trueft welfare of others, when 
private intereft powerfully folicits and draws 
another way. This infpirited and actuated 
David, whole ferviag bis generation by GOD's 
will, fappofes him devoted to GOD, and go- 
verned by a fupreme regard to his will : that 
was a law tohim; diredting and influencing 
hig motions and conduét.——Rulers of this 
ftamp are renewed by GOD’s heavenly grace ; 


ST ina ee 


made partakers of his holinefs, and conformed <a 
to his mind ; which is the import, in part, G. 
of that defcription of ‘David, that be was a man = 
after GOD's beart, bearing his refemblance, a 
and fuch as his heart acquielced in. And 4 


hence be fed the people of I/rac/, or governed 
them according to the integrity of bis beart = de- 
noting a real, inward uprightnels, whereby he 
fincerely fought the good and welfare of his 


people, avoiding and péferving-thofe countels 


and 
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and Sea ies which, were repugnant thereto.— 
And indeed if a man have. not the truth in the 
inward parts, the divine. honor and g glory, will. 
not lye near his heart; if in fome, things he 
izem to confult and purtue i it, yer his courage 
will not hold gut, bur in others, he will difte-.. 
gard and neglect it. So Hebu. ‘zealoufly. exe. 
cuted GGD's, threatened yengeance. againt | 
the progency of Abad 5. m4 in..utterly de- . 
itroying. all the worhhippers of Baal and: all. 
his images ; yet after al aa was notright 
with GOD ; and be departed 3 not from the Sins: 
cf Ferobsan,, who. made. Tirael ta fi... ‘He. nei- 
ther feeks the honour. of GOD, nor purfues 

the welfare of the people Jrael, any. further _ 
than: it was neceffary. to. eftablifh him,.as. he- 
imagined, on the threne, ..He who has not the... 
ballance of integrity in his. actions, will MA 
coubtedly amidft the _temptatiens, he inevita- , 
bly meets with, fwerye. from.his duty to GOD 
and men, “Hence i in, the Jatt, yards of Davis, 
we find this part. of a. ruler’s .c) haracter. given. 
by GOD, 2. Sam. dil 3. _ He ‘that rulete Mca 
wen muft be juft, gi in the fear of GOD.- 
Thus he general mug rulers be “qualified fo. 
tir §encration, f Abe; will au‘ GOD im. 


f An ' 

2. They. mutt be called ‘hereto , in. Proy -., 
ence * not runoing of their. own accord, or | 
without, being fent. Men’s cliging.¢ or chrutt- 


i ing 


ing, themielves | diene y pne's.: 
upon ishaneee eae abr 
ae And io ced fuch 


aes, cea 


their own ends to ferve 5. 
i Spall ay families or saa igs: 


pend 
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into’ a higher ftation do bit ‘prejudice the 
public, and endanger themfelves, but when 
GOD opens ‘a door in his ‘Providence, ‘and 


‘there is‘ or- 


gives the opportunity of ma the public, tiny 


viting thereto by ‘the peopl 


> 


* dinarily a ‘call 0 accept ‘the office tender.” 
‘* ed,‘ and to perform the duties of it.—"" 
Rulérs' who ferve the will''of their ‘great’ 


LORD in ‘their generation, are called thereto 
OD: Yipee He ‘And, ** Z rants i 


» ro) 


of GOD:*? iS 
Ty, Beikd “duly “commiffigntd,” of inverted 
with power, they are indefatigably and faithful-— 


ly to apply 


? 


‘themfelves to further the fatety and - 


weal of the community entrufted them; oF to 


anfwer the great’and vatuablé “ends of govern: 


ment : which is done in general bya fteady 
attention to the intereft ‘and’ profperity of a 


people: by reftrdining and deterring nen from 
vice, and the’diforders that would otherwife 


arife from the’ ftormy paffions and perverfe in- 


clinations of mankind, by affixing and award- 
ing fuch punifments as are due to ‘tranfgref- 


fors : that by a fuitable execution of good and 
wholefome laws, vice might be bridled and or- 
der preferved. Aifo, by eftablifhing peace, — 


and {trongly fupporting, encouraging and re- 
warding virtue ; which as well as ‘the former, 


we find to’ be the defign of GOD in. 


the _inftitution of ‘government = a- 


mong men, 1 Pet. 2,14. They are sent by” 
sie biss 


* — ——— 


hard upon, and would ‘otherwife, were it 
' fible, overflow and'drive it out of the world.— 
- This end is likewife to. be purfued. by an en- 


GOVERNOR PIKIN,, , 15 


| bim for the punifoment of them, that do evil, and 


the praife of thofe shat de ‘well, for as vice, which 
is, impetuous and beadftrong, needs the prohi- 


bitions and com minations of the civil power to. 


reprefs it ; fo doth virtue their encouragetnent 


and rewards to upheld and keep it in_counte- 


nance, amidift all the torrents of vice that bear 
pof- 


& 


deavour to fecure men in the quiet and unmo- 
lefted poffeffion of what is fai), oa 
ocieties 


ly theirs : fo mgintaining. the peace of 


by defending and eftablithing men’s proper- 
-tles and liberties.. Which things that they 


‘ 


are the defign of government, the. epoftle inti- 


+ 


mates 1 Tim, 2 where he direéteth to pray for - 
rulers to this end, that we might lead quiet 
and peaceable lives in all bonelty and Godlinefs.— 
And te thefe ends of government are rulers to 
attend, as they would in their ftation, ferve 


their generation by GOD’s will ; further the in- 
tereft of virtue, and advance the real welfare of 
their people. Fae 

“Axp in all this, it behoves them to be 
indefatigable and conftant; or to perfevere 
herein at all times; never warping afide, or 
turning from this mark, from the profpect of 


any gain, or through fear of the difpleafure 


of any men.—Sloth, idlenefs and inactivity, 
; er 
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godline/s and boneRy. And the ehd of the of-. 
fice is expreffed, that bhey, be. -minifiers ‘of GOD 


“far ood fo men. “They are col tituted, not to 


ferve themfelves, ‘bur. the public. GOD has 
aview to hase apd, to the 7, if others, in 


mer 
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‘& have.”—-Public places are not to be account- 
‘ed meerly as places of occupation, and to get 
a livelinoed by; butto do fervice for GOD 
‘andhis people. And the ruler that moves 
and atts only for private ends, and is regard- 
Jefs of the general fafaty, vilely betrays. his 
‘truft, and will havean awful account to ren- 
ider for unfaithfulnefs. That this/erving the 
‘common good, was the intention of GOD, in 
the appeintment of magiftracy, as wellas of 
‘all mankind, we may fee throughout the whole 
‘Levitical law, sh the inftitution of officers, 
judges and government, And thacit was the 
‘opinion of nations of it, and their defign in it 
is plain from Ezra vii. 25,26. and elfewhere. 
And thas David confidered himfelf as under 
— clofely to attend to, and vigoroufly 
profecute this end, in compliance with the na- 
nifelt will of GOD, aad the defign of his ad- 
vancement. : 

Turs theh is their duty, and ag the fame 
time iv is their bondr. So far was David from 
‘demeaning himfelf by this conduct, that he 
did himfelf the greateft honor, and procured 
his own bright and lafting glory, As to ferve 
‘GOD is an enipire, fo to ferve his people by 
‘bis will, is to enoble ourielves. How much 
more illuftrious is Devid in this, than meerly 
‘as {waying a fceptre over thoufands, and se- 
‘ceiving’ the hemage of his nation? This 
3 € made 
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made him fhine far more fplendid, and with 
greater magnificence than all his ftately epi- 
thets, or lotty titles; as King: of: Hrael, and a 
mighty man of valour ; and eppear-with more 
luitre than all his -herorc atchievments. and 
woxderful fucceffes, his victories and triumphs 
Ic feems by the moft humble expreffions, 
and in the greaielt fmplicity, (he jerved bts 
generation by the will of GOD) to decypher and’ 


~ fec forth his grandeur, in fueh pomp and fate 


as makes him look hke his fevereign and Ma- 
ker, not only asin his office he reprefented 
him, but in the adminiftration of that officé 
alfo.A man’s excellency is his ufetulnefs.— 
This is ‘an imitation of; and conformity to 
GOD, the univerfal. ruler; whe, as he“fits on 
the throne of the univerfe, and orders and 
governs all worlds ; fois the fupreme Bene- 
factor, diftributing favours with a liberal hand, 


and difpeafing Yenefits to mankind; whofe 
“goodnefs iss his glory, and in the exercife 


whereof he delights ; A conformity to whom, 


‘in the tempers “and actings ef any, muft be 


their highett dignity ; he being the great pat- 
tern of all exeellency and perfection; and 
whofe influence in{fpires with high and gene- 
rous defigns, and ineites to brave attempts to 
do goed, or be berefizial, according to men’s 
fpheres and abilities. 

, Ap it juftly merits the higheft eféem aad 
+ henot 
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oramong men. All that have any true 
mate of, and proper value for real worth, 
d folid excellency, regard it as a moft amia- 
ble sharacter ;. compared wherewith, all the 
‘gutward. glitter and fplendor of jewels or de- 
-corations, with which the. grandces of the earth 
ftrut and flaunc, are fordid and contempuble. 
And even ‘the moft bafe and. felafh, can’c bur 
ertain/aiiecret, inward.efteem and venera- 
tion far men of this chara&er, tho’ herein they 
condemn their own practice... Ladd, 
. In alfo entitles to an honorable reward here- 
after. Though xkere be no proper. defert of 
the divine favour-herein (far, away be fucha 
thought) yet the fervieg GOD)’s will with fi- 
_ delity in ones generation, through the grace 
ef GOD in CHRIST, alcertaips the crown of 
dite, which GOD. hath promifed. And the 
more goad any have .done, in obedience to the 
divine will, the nore ponderous will their iim 
__marceffible:crown be, and fhine with incom- 
parable briliancy and fuftre., All that are 
 gaichtul, flhall.be rewarded through grace; but 
_ the degrees of the heavenly jhonor and_ blifs 
will be various, according «o,men’s various 
fervices and.contributioas.to the good of others, 
ashe that-had gained. ten talents, was made ruter 
ever ten cilies ; und fo with.others in proporti- 
en tocheir improvements. The pious ruler 
who has abounded io the work of the Lord ; 
: C2 and 
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by bis adminiftrations, difpenfed fingular be- 
nefits to.a people or country, fhall fit and reign 
ypon a Joftier throne than others ; and GOD. 
will honour him with diftinguifhing marks of 
his favour and regard, Thofe that honor him, 
he will honor, and in no wife thall they loofe 
their reward.—-Thus ’tis the rulers giery to, 
Serve bis generation by GOD's will. Fbe' honor 
of the office does not fo much confit in the 
external enfigns of Majefty,greatnels and pow- 
¢r, in the marks of pomp and grandeur, which 
dazzle the eyes of the giddy mulntude, as in 
a faithful zealous and prudent difcharge of the 
office 5 to bea benefactor to human foci rely, 
and conftantly employed for the public good. 
And a moft honorary and glorious thing is 
~ this! And truly exalts a man above the reft 
of the world, and makes him move like the 
holy angels and: GOD hirafelf, than any other 
bufinefs and. ‘employment in this- world can’ 
do. It will alfo procure to men mony ments 
and trophies of fame and renown, in the hearts 
of all good people, at leaft, more lafting than 
marble, or Corinthian brafs whatever iil or 
vile perions may fay of them ; whole very de- 
tractions will be their honor, and a teftimony 
of their praife.—But however defirable, amit 
able and endearing this charadter is, it is no 
fecurity from the arreflts of the King of ter- 
FITS Phich brings me to obferve, 

2. THa7 
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in their day, and made it their bufinefs to glo- 
tify GOD and benefit mankind, no iefs than, 
} they who lived to bad and wicked purpofes, 
} mul quic this mortal ftage, and defcend. to: 
f the land of darknefs,——if any might be 
 fpaved, furely they are the perions, who are 
_ ble@ings inthe world, and contribute to the 
 advantoge of their fellowmen 5 who walk with 
GOD, imitate his example, and promote the | 


_ good of others. But no; there's no exemp- 


tion even for them. Tho’ we may earneftly 
with and defire their longer flay; andare ready: 
EY «oe tN He + Pep tev > % Cand ‘ <. to 


ails 


“mut affured!y die, and their fleth fee corrupt. 
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to think all goneit they are removed; and) | 
cry, My father, my father, the chariots of Ifracl,, 
and the borfemen theresf, yet death, impiuable,) 
unrelenting death, {pares not its prey : "tis ins) 
exorable to cries and tears; it fuakes the pil-)_ 
lars, and overturns the foundation. © Princes, 
though gods by office, muff die like men, and fall 
dike the common people. The juft, the wile, 
the holy and ufeful, like the foolith, the wicks 7 
ed-and unprofitable, lie down in the duft, and © 
the worm feeds fweeily upon them. Bork % 
fcripture «and: experience abundantly | vettify | 
this, ‘They have their feafon for work, ang 
their bounds are fer, beyond which they can _ 
got pafs,. GODean carry on his own work, | 
and will raife up and provide inftruments, one 7 
after another, forthe effecting bis purpofes 5 _ 
nor will he always detain his faithful fervants © 
from their reward ; but after they have fintfh- — 
ed their bufinels, ated the part afligned them, | 
difmifs them to their reft, or bring them home | 
after their travel, asitis ft and proper fhould } 
be the cafe. And his-infallible wifdom is the 
faitablelt judge of the time. But though they 


on; yet their datrer end is peace. For, 
HI. Death is bur a fleep to them; peaceful 
and happy, or going to reft, — So David's 
death is exprefted here, be fell en fieep ; holding 
forth a quiet and ealm compofure £0. 1¢lt-r 
: ; So 


ay, 
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So our Lord: {peaks of Lazarus’s death as a 
ep. Death carries no real terror in it to fuch. 
is unfurnifhed, or difarmed of its fting, and 
enom, and turned. into a friend and ims 
“portant bleffing.  Fheir deceafe deferves 
not fo frightful aname as death, itis a gentle 
-fleep; from which they fhall awake up into 
glory. The death of the ungodly, thofe that 
“have lived to thetmfelves. and the will of the 
- fleth, and been a conimon burt and peft while 
they lived, is tull of horrors ; attended with 
-eurfe and wrath, taflitted os penal; and intro- 


duces into the Jake; the broad ocean of fire © 


‘and brimftone; whichis the /econd death, and 
though their bodies thall rife again ; yet that 
will not be their priviledge, but curfe and 
-plague.——But the trvly holy, and fuch as 
have ferved GOD in uieful employments, and 
laid our themfelves in important fervices ac- 
cording to the divine will, by dying exter ins 
‘to peace, and réfl on their beds; and they are dle/: 
fed henceforth, in that they ceafe from their labors, 
whatever was toilfome and fatigueing in them, 
and their works foliow them. Their Souls don’t 
Sleep, or fall into aftupor ; but fpring forth alt 
aétiveand vigorous, and enjoy a vital compleat 
rein and with GGD, in a perfe&, immortal 
ftate, they ceafe from all fin, and from all trou 
ble, anxiety and forrow, and, are everlaftingly 
fatisfied in the vifiun. and frustition of the fus 
prem 


‘rit our high valuation '& regards ; to be great- 
‘ly prized by us whileliving’; and their death 
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_— divinity. —Mear'time, their bodies {weet 
y Peep in FESUS 5 with whom they alfo are 
united, as well as their fouls. But vbe/e fha 
not remain under a perpetual cover of earth 4 
‘but in the morning of the great rifing day, 
fhall be quickened, all over beauteous, and 
re-united with their glorifed fpirits 5 and their 
whole perfons reft in the bofom of GOD’s love 
forever, While the Lewd shat is in the midt 
‘of the throne fhail feed thes and lead them to Iy- 
wing fountains of waters, and wipe away all tear’s 
from their eyes—and death fhall be fwallowed up 
in vitory.—It were plealant to expatiate here, 
and even lofe one’s felf amidtt the fields of 
light and blifs, the fpacious bowers of para- 
dife, the happy manfions prepared for the peo- 
pleof GOD. Buvit is more than time td 
proceed to the application. — 
And from what was faid tinder ihe fir ob- 
fervation we may remark, scahoueee 
1. That-good rulers ere to be regarded as 
public ‘benefactors, their bufinefs is to ferve 
mankind ; to further the good of others, and 
‘promote the common benefit. And as fuch me- 


to be deeply deploted and lamented, wheh 
walled away, Anda moftunreafonable thing 
fit is to deny them honour, and grudge ‘theih 
Smafatenance, or confider ‘therm ‘as burdéhs 

se ‘aponh 


* 
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 Npona ftate. They are entitled to fefpect, 
’ fapport and obedience ; and fhould be much 
efteemed in reverence and love, for their 
work’s fake; and their names had in grateful 
honorary remembrance after their departure. 
We may alfo further Remark. 
2. Tuat, for men, particularly thofe in 
_-publie ftations, to dif-ferve their generation ; 
__— or procure the detriment, inftead of the bene- 
fit of the public, as it is highly criminal, fo it 
affixes an indelible blot on them and their cha> 
racter.—*A character this, as fhameful and in- 
glorious, as the contrary is fhining and iMuitri- 
ous. Nor can any thing more opprobrious or 
infamous; be predicated, of a man, after his 
deceafe, than that he was a public nuifance, 
and the fource and author of mifchief while 
he lived: The memory of fuch a one; is 
turfed; and his name foall rot, atid a fignal 
Vengeance ishis portion. |. ee 
3. Have menin elevated ftations.and fuch a8 
are eminently ferviceable therein, contributing 
the moft fubftantial and lafting advantages to 
their country; no fecurity againft the ftroke of 
_ death, any more than others ? It fhould ad- 
monifli to look to acateful and diligent im- 
: — of prefent opportunity, to do all 
_ the good they can while time lafts. Death will 
Quickly cut offthe refidue of our years, and 
oe Le) difable 


we 
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difable for any further ferving the welfare of ovr 
fellow men. It comes forward apace, march- 
ing with large and hafty ftrides towards ws, 
nor will delay, be we induftrious or idle; and 
when it overtakes you, at onee it baffles all 
your {chemes and purpotes of fervi¢e that are 
then unfiaifhed: and whatever benevolent de- 
figns your bofoms were diftended with, they 
mutt then be left unexecuted. O then f make 
hatte, and whatcver our band finds todo, let us 
doit with our might, with difpateh and zeal; 
leat that dread of mortals, which can’t be di- 
werted when it comes commiffioned forour fate; 
put a period to our days and life, before our 
work isdene, or even begun. — 

4. Is death but a fleep, or happy difmiffion 
to reft, to. fuch as have been duly employed 
in glorifying GOD, and doing good to men? 
As it fpeaks comfort to thofe who mourn the 
lofs of fuch defirable friends; fo it may ani- 
mate and encourage others to tread in their 
fteps. GOD remembers, and gracioufly re- 
wards fuch h.s fervants. And though the 
world is bereft of the benefit of their he!p, 
which itfo much needs; yet themfelves are 
unfpeakable gainers. Eieavy and grievous in- 
deed is the lofs, when fuch men die; an im- 


~ poverifhing ftroke ; draining the world of it’s 


beft wealth, its richeft treafure, Yet “tis a 
privilege 
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privilege tofuch to.be removed, .as a period is 4 
put to all cheir hard and tedious labours, as 


well as to all Gin ; and their fouls are perfectly 
pleafed and fatisfied in GOD, and folaced in 
his eternal joys; ‘which thought may be migh- 
tily relieving, fupporting and refrefhing to fur- 
viving relatives, and help dry their tears, af- 
fwage their anguifh, and comfort their wound- 
ed hearts. his confideration fhou'd alfo {pur 
on the living to vigor and diligence in duty 
and infpire with alacrity therein ; as knowing 
that in due time they fall reap if they faint not : 
and however weary they may now’be, chere 
remaineth a full and everlafting reft for them 
hereafter; into which they fhall affuredly en- 
ter, after having done the work of their day, 
and -be crowned with immortal honours and 
‘triumphs. 

Sucu, I truft, is the cafe with refpe& to 
that eminent fervant of GOD, our Jate encel- 
lent Governor PITKIN, who now lies dead 
before us. The improvement of which aw- 
ful and affecting providence, his fudden and 
furprizing deceafe, is the occafion of our pre- 
fent aflembling. And in whom is inftanced 
what is here afferted of Kingy David, be ferved 
his generation according to GOD’s will and fell a 
fleep.—And is he fallen indeed ? The wife, che 
prudent, tke good and ufeful ruler fallen into 
Bee a dead 
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a dead fleep? O grief! O Wo! How dole. 
ful the found ? He who was our head ; our. 
main pillar, and fo great a bleffing, is remov- 
ed and gone from our world forever. There 
he lies, motionlefs all pale and cold ; embrac- 
¢d in death’s icy arms ; nor to be awaked with 
ahe moft piercing cries.——But blefied be 
GOD, he fell not tili he had faithfully ferved 
his eneration. ‘This he early fet about, nor 


‘defifted therefrom, till by his great LORD. 


he received his difcharge and quietus ; and 
has doubrlefs entered into his matter’s joy. 

He was of an honourable defcent ; his. 
family one of the principal among us ; divers 
whereof have been improved in the chief and 
moft confiderable offices in this Colony ; and 
with what honour acquitted themilelves is 
well kaown to ys all.—But. what is parentage 
and blood ? That which above all ornamented 
and enobled him, was the fanctifying grace of 
GOD ,; which he apprehended he firft had ex- 
perience of, in his younger years , and which 
‘embellithed and crowned all his other excel- 
lencies, bis natural and acquired abilities, 
which he poffefed in a good degree; and e- 
minently qualified and prepared him to ferve 
his generation in his future fe ; wherein his 
pious character fhone with diftinguifhing luf- 


“tre.——View him in private or pubic life , as 
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gman, a chriftian, a ruler 5 and he appearsin- 
- deed one of the mott excellent of the earth. He 4 
was a chriftian throughout, erninent for virtue, 
prattical religion and godlinefs 5 ftriétly ob- 
ferving GOD’s fabbath, and reverencing . 
fanétuary, and a conftant, devout at render On 
his public worfhip; deeply concerned for 
GOD’s intereft in the world, and the welfare — 
of the church, and a moftcordial friend to the 
embaffadors of CHRIST, who approved 
themfelves fuch ; or to the gofpel miniftry, 
which is fo much undervalued and run dow Res 
by many if not the meff, at this day. ‘His 
greateft ambition was tedo goed and behim- — 
felf ceaformed to the original and pattern o 
of all goodnefs. In all relations and condi- 
tions, he was faithful, remarkably difcreet, 
yrudent, meek, humble, patient; a moft ten- 
er parent, and wife and careful inftru@tor and 
governor of his hovfehold ; and a moft defir- 
able neighbour and friend,courteous and oblig- 
ing—hofpitable and charitable. —His conver- 
fation pleafant, but becomingly grave and fe- 
rious, yielding both delight apd profit to 
thofe who enjoyed ir, as many might do, trom’ 
his fweet condefc-ntion, and eafinefs of accefs. 
—The various and important ttages and offi- 
ces he pafs’d through in pubhe life, in this 
¢oleny, from the /owe# to the very bigheft, tis 


needlefs 
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indeed wander the fpecial difadvantages, and 
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neediefs for me to enumerate ; in all which 
hie well acquitted himielf, paffing through 
them with unblemifhed integrity and honor ; 
eonftantly ferting himfelf, in the {trength ot 
GOD’s grace, on which was all his depee- 
dence, and to whom he apply’d f¢~ ight di- 


semies, if fuch confpicuous worth 
ad any, faften any imputation 


ant not a funeral Oration on our 
ied, and well belov’d deceafed 
ham quite unequal to the tafk, and 


tnultiplied avocations and interruptions that 
have attended me, during my prefent bafly 
preparations (only one day intervening be- 
“gween his death and funeral) it has been 
impracticable for me te draw his character fo 
“as in any tolerable meafure co do juftice to it. 
{aimed only to rouch a few fetches of him and 

nis 
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his life, for the honour of divine grace, and 
to provoke imitation. Theappleufes amd cen- 


tures of mortals, can now reither profit morin- | 


jure him; though thé living might reap ad- 
vantage from his example, being moved to a 
becoming emulation, And fhould I ‘give 
never fo minute and particular an account of 
hing and his great worth, I could fay nothing; 
“ but what you, my hearers; all know as well. 
<To fum up.all; he was a gentleman of 
good accomplifhments and manly fenfe; of 


real folid piety, unfhaken ftedfaltnefs and a-. 


miable difpofitien, a warm and ardent lover of 
his GOD, his King; and his Country ; and 
niay be ftiled a truly excellent man, and a good 
Governor, without the leaft iufpicion of flatte- 
ry. : and his naine merits to be had in everlaft- 
ing. remembrance.———But Oh this days on, 
earch are finifhed and his fervices endéd’s tho” 
capable for ought appeared; of ftiining till 
Jonger in a public fphere. GOD fpared him 


to a*goad old age, to his feventy fixth year, an@ 


hath brought bim to his grave as @ fhock of core 


in bis feafon. Ele is called off from his labour 
here, to receive the reward of his fidelity; im 
the world of glory and bleflednefsyeds we 
make no doubt; of which, as he had lived; 
fo he died, in the comfortable fatisfying hope 
and perfwafion, being fully reconeiled to 
death, and freed from all difturbing fears and 
‘darkneffes about GOD’s covenant love ; and 

had 
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had aa abundant entrance into his kingde 
‘The preceeding day but one, (bein: a 


good 


* 
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good purpofe, and leave the world with as 
uch comfort as their dear deceafed friend, 
“when their turn comes, and be partakers with 
shim of the heavenly glory at laft !—— 
And in fine, let us all be folicitous to win this 
‘honor of ferving our generation by the swill of 
GOD, like him whofe departure we regret and 
mourn. May all in public employments, imi- 
fate his various excellencies and worthy adti- 
ons | Therulers over men be juft ruling (n the fear 
of GOD, and improve their power in 2 fub- 
ferviency to the common gooc ! Nor let the 
minifters of religion, who are now bereft of 
valuable patron and ftrong fupporter, be de- 
ficient, in dependance on their ever living 
ead, in their attempts to promote the beft 
welfare of their generation ! Yea, let all, even 
in private ftations exert themfelves properly, 
to be ferviceable in their day and fphere.—— 
Thus not living in vain; but to the mofl va- 
luable ends ; the glory of our Maker and Re- 
deemer, and the good of our fellowmen ¢ 
we may with humble confidence look, at 
length, for a {weet refrething Meep in our beds 
of duft, and for a joyful and triumphant re- 
furretian, at the foand of the archangel's 
trumpet, ‘to glory and immortality. Whick 
GOD grant may be the happy lot of us all, 
of his abundant mercy in JESUS CHRIST! 

“AMEN ant AMEN. | 
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